which temporarily blocked the packaging requirements. In February 2012, a United States district judge ruled that the mandate to put images on cigarette packaging violated the free speech amendment to the Constitution. The FDA appealed, and in April a federal appeals court weighed the constitutionality of requiring large graphic photographs. Now the tobacco companies argue that the warnings go beyond truthful information into anti-smoking advocacy. They contend that the photographs of dead and diseased smokers are not factual. No doubt many of us know the real truth in this matter. Just ask our chronic lung patients who are choking to death from active, passive, and third hand smoke. Fortunately, in July a federal appeals court upheld the order that tobacco companies are to place corrective advertising about the danger of smoking.
SEE THE ORIGINAL STUDY ON PAGE 1398
As noted by Mak et al, 2 the prevalence of asthma among adolescents in Hong Kong is higher than those living in mainland China or in the West, 3 but decreasing, as reported in recent years. 4 The latest statistics for asthma in the United States are alarming and show just the opposite. Currently, the asthma prevalence is 8.2% for adults and 9.6% for children (defined as 0 -17 years of age). 5 Of these children seeking care for their asthma, 20% go to the emergency department, and 50% of them do not have an asthma action plan. 6 Mak and his co-authors give those of us in the United States involved in chronic asthma disease management and tobacco addiction and control reason to believe that efforts can pay off, even though we may not see any improvement for some time. Public health programs; local, state, and national clean air laws; and regulation of tobacco by the FDA are good for our country, but it still comes down to the respiratory therapist working one-on-one with our most vulnerable populations to make lasting changes.
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